CHS Culminating Project Program








Cohort Meeting #1:   Lesson Plan

Date:  9/26/07
Grade:  11
Length:  55 minutes
Objective: During this meeting, juniors will become reacquainted with the Culminating Project Program. They will evaluate their portfolio progress thus far, and revisit the goals they set last year. They will also learn how to choose Best Works that demonstrate their competence on the eight State Goal 3 and 4 Traits needed in order to meet new graduation requirements.
	Tasks
	Expanded Activity Information
	Materials Needed

	Attendance
2 min.
	· Take attendance using attendance sheets - attendance sheets will be in your mailbox a day or two before each cohort meeting. 

· Highlight absent students’ names on office copy, return to box in main office after the meeting, and keep the extra copy for your own records.
	Attendance Sheets

	Introductions
5-10 min.
	· Use an icebreaker/team building exercise of your choosing to reacquaint yourself with your group.

· Some of you saved your students’ optional “end of year” summer goal setting worksheets from the last cohort meeting in June, and this would be a good time to hand those back as an update. 
	Group Icebreakers

Teambuilding Exercises

	Culminating Project Overview
10-15 min.
	· Distribute a copy of the 2007-2008 CHS Culminating Project Program 10th & 11th Grade Resource Guide to each student. 

· Briefly revisit the basic components of the program, including its purpose, Best Works portfolios, how to set up their portfolio and the calendar. 

· Please note: This year, students can purchase pre-made dividers from the school store.

· Students should bring their portfolio with them to each cohort meeting. The portfolios will be collected for thorough assessment ONCE each semester (a change from last year).

NOTE: Students who don’t have all of last year’s documents, and/or misplaced their portfolios, should be directed to the “What If I’m Behind?” link on the CP website for all the materials they need to make up. We have provided a one-time handout for you to distribute to those students, but it does not include everything they need – they’ll need to access the website to download all documents. Any student who does not have computer access and/or needs assistance, please send them to the CHS College and Career Center, room 103.
	CPP 10th & 11th Resource Guide
“What if I’m Behind?” Handout

“What if I’m Behind?”  LINK to Website Resources

	Goal Setting
15-20 min.
	· Have students find their sophomore goal-setting assignments in their portfolios (or recall what their goals were at the start of last year, if they don’t have their portfolios). Have students talk about some goals they reached, and some they didn’t to introduce the idea of effective goalsetting.

· Pass out SMART GOAL worksheets, and teach the five criteria for SMART goals (on back of worksheet). Elicit examples, and if there’s enough time, have them write out one goal, all five criteria – check for understanding.

· Students should bring the worksheet completed to the next cohort meeting. Remind students that if they want to type this or write more, they can download a Word copy from the CHS website.
	SMART Goal Guidelines & Worksheet

Helping Students Set Goals Article




	Choosing     Best Works
10 min.
	· Pass out two copies of the UPSD Best Works form to each student. 

· Have students turn to pages 9-10 in their Resource Guide, go over the State Goals 3 and 4 Traits, and help them brainstorm ideas for what types of assignments they might want to include.  

· Students should have eight assignments from last year; this year, juniors will choose TWO best works first quarter, and TWO more second quarter for a total of twelve by the end of first semester, from any of their current six classes.* 

· Emphasize that they will be able to ask their teachers for help on writing justifications, since all teachers understand how to identify State Goal 3 and 4 Traits in student work, and will be providing at least one appropriate assignment each quarter.

· Students should bring two potential Best Works assignments to the next cohort meeting, when cohort leaders will be able to provide more help to students as they write the justifications.

*By the end of this year, they will need at least one from each core subject for their 11th grade year  – English, Social Studies, Science/Math - plus an elective. 
	Best Works Form


